Reactions to Injury and Burns by S Sevitt MD MSC FRCPath FRCPI DPH pp vi +255 illustrated £4.25 London: William Heinemann Medical 1974 Pathology is a much more exact science than medicine and clinicians have come to expect accurate guidance from pathologists. The author of this small scholarly book, the first of its kind, provides just that and does it brilliantly. The surgical lessons based on pathological findings are legion and important. For instance, how many doctors and nurses working in the accident and emergency services are aware that administration of oxygen in high concentration for some time may give rise to a fatal hyaline-membrane pneumonitis? In his preface the author explains that the book is written for undergraduate and postgraduate medical students and their seniors. There is no doubt that it will very soon find its way into the white-coat-pocket of accident officers the world over, because they will find reasoned help in dealing with all their serious emergencies. Dr Sevitt draws on his twenty-five years' experience as pathologist to the famous Birmingham Accident Centre to explain the disordered physiology and pathological reactions after trauma and burns. His main theme is that the normal physiological reactions are beneficial and do not require therapeutic intervention, whereas the pathological sequelk need treatment and are better prevented. Details of these events are clearly recorded. He argues very forcibly in favour of adequate transfusion and points out the dangers of steroids. The text abounds with simple clinical reminders such as 'Thirst is an important symptom of dehydration'. This very readable book will certainly come to be regarded as a most important advance in the understanding of the problems of the modern epidemic of trauma.
L W PLEWES
The Palmar Fascia by H Graham Stack FRCS pp vii +236 illustrated £8 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone 1973 In this book Mr Graham Stack presents his anatomical and surgical study of the palmar fascia. It is drawn up with dedication, not to say affection, which may explain a tendency to repetition and circumlocution.
It will become the standard work of reference, containing as it does not only a full bibliography but lengthy extracts from every authority on the subject; in fact half the book consists of 'reprints' and the author's comments on them. Mr Stack's own contribution, though less weighty than those which he quotes, is most valuable. He defines the precise relationships of the fascia to all other structures in the hand and demonstrates the importance of each in the treatment of Dupuytren's contracture. It is essentially a pictorial study and owes much to the beautiful technique of double-folded fly leaf illustration enabling diagrams, photographs and text to be seen simultaneously.
Churchill Livingstone are to be congratulated on presenting a volume of considerable beauty. It is a narrow, highly specialized subject, which explains why it is priced beyond the pocket of the surgical public. Nonetheless the library of every hospital engaged in training orthopaedic and plastic surgeons should possess a copy.
M LAURENCE

Current Practice ofBiliary Surgery by Gabriel A Kune MB FRACS FRCS FACS pp xxii +419 illustrated £8
Boston: Little, Brown 1972 Edinburgh & London: Churchill Livingstone This excellent and concise volume stays commendably within its brief, without straying into the tempting adjacent fields of hepato-pancreatology. It gives a comprehensive though not exhaustive survey of the subject, backed up by an extensive bibliography at the end of each chapter. The pleasing layout makes for easy reading and the illustrations are well-chosen and relevant to the subject-matter. The author resists the temptation to reproduce endless line drawings of all the possible anatomical variations that have ever been reported.
The whole approach is essentially practical and gives helpful personal preferences, when differing courses of actions are available. Of particular interest are the chapters on the anatomy and physiology of the biliary tree, largely the fruits of Mr Kune's own labours. His thoughts on biliary strictures, including sclerosing cholangitis, are useful, but one would like to see a section on biliary atresia, which he considered outside the scope of the book. This is a book which should prove useful for the senior trainee and practising general surgeon. IAN 
MCCOLL
The Influences of Pancreatic Tumors on the Stomach by Robert M Zollinger MD FACS and David W Coleman pp xiii +205 illustrated $11.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1974 It was fitting that the 50th Annual Beaumont Lecture should be given by Dr Robert Zollinger, dealing with his observations on the relationship between pancreatic tumours, increased gastric secretion and intractable duodenal ulceration. This monograph is an expanded edition of this lecture and discusses in detail the evolution of concepts relating to this association over the last fifteen years. It is peppered with case histories, illustrated by photographs of people who the author considers contributed significantly to the subject; and, as might be expected, there is an exhaustive bibliography. Furthermore, the problem of watery diarrhoea syndrome is also dealt with. The book ends with a brief outline of the life and work of William Beaumont.
The book makes interesting reading, for here is a story of the association of these tumours with gut disorders told by one of the originators of the concept. Unfortunately it suffers from some of the drawbacks of transcribing a lecture into a monograph. It could easily have been cut without altering the amount of information imparted and one seriously doubts whether one could advise a library to spend so much money on a book which, although of general interest and providing an impressive bibliography, deals with such a small subject; this advice might have been different if the theoretical background had been dealt with more fully.
A M DAWSON
Comparative Pharmacology International Encyclopedia of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Section 85 edited by M J Michelson vols 1 and2 ppciii+938 illustrated £22.50 Oxford: Pergamon Press 1973 In his introductory remarks to these two volumes M J Michelson points out that the applied aspects of comparative pharmacology provide the basis of animal experiments in all preliminary studies on therapeutic agents, whilst the more theoretical aspects provide possibilities for studying fundamental biological processes (including ontogenic and evolutionary mechanisms) in an incomparably broader manner than from a study of medical pharmacology alone. On reading (parts of) this work, it is clear that the latter approach is stressed. The individual chapters are generally packed full of information (references mostly up to 1970) and in the majority of cases are rather difficult to read because of this high density. However the chapters by R Fange and A Hanson on 'Comparative Pharmacology of Catecholamines', by R H Adamson and D S Davis on 'Comparative Aspects of Absorption, Distribution, Metabolism and Excretion of Drugs' and by A Albert on 'The Physical Basis of Selective Toxicity' make superb reading.
A chapter which epitomizes the remarkably high quality of these books, and also their limitations (because of limited space and prolonged gestation) is by M J Michelson of the Leningrad Academy of Sciences on the cholin-ergic receptor. One of the threads in this chapter is an enthralling discussion on possible evolutionary changes which have occurred in this structure. Only in the addendum is there mention of De Robertis's work on a tetrameric lipoprotein (1971) and the use of a-bungarotoxin in receptor isolation (1970, 1971) . R G SPECTOR Immunological Aspects of Transplantation Surgery edited by Roy Calne pp 324 illustrated £7.50 Lancaster: Medical & Technical Publishing 1974 It is often difficult for physicians and surgeons to gain access to the laboratory and experimental work which provides the background to clinical practice. This book provides good review articles on the major immunological problems posed by clinical transplantation. It consists of a number of separate reviews and summarizes information on the chemistry and genetics of transplantation antigens, and the movement of the cells involved in immune responses; and it has five reviews dealing with various aspects of immunological unresponsiveness. Of particular interest is the work on the distinct nature of the histocompatibility antigens detected by tissue typing sera (SD: serologically defined determinants) and those responsible for the mixed cell reaction (LD: lymphocyte defined determinants). It is likely that LD differences alone may lead to graft rejection and allografts under some circumstances may survive with LD identity even if there are SD differences, and vice versa.
Transplantation immunology tends to be somewhat separate from the rest of immunology. For instance there are separate societies which deal with general and transplantation immunology This is unfortunate, as many of the problems in transplantation immunology are relevant to general immunology. This book provides a good introduction to transplantation immunology for the general immunologist. It also fulfils its avowed purpose of providing surgeons and physicians with the theoretical background to clinical practice. It is excellent value. This book aims to fulfil two functions: first, to provide a comprehensive background to the whole field of emergency Abdominal surgery, and secondly, to give detailed practical advice on numerous aspects of the subject, from many years of personal clinical experience. On both counts it succeeds admirably and will therefore
